
When Waging Wars Is More Important Than
Winning Them
In his thought-provoking book, 'When Waging Wars Is More Important Than
Winning Them,' author John Smith argues against the conventional wisdom
that winning wars is the primary goal of military action. Smith contends that
the very act of waging war, regardless of its outcome, can bring about
positive social, political, and economic change.

Useful Enemies: When Waging Wars Is More Important
Than Winning Them by David Keen

4.8 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 1286 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 321 pages

Smith draws on a wealth of historical examples to support his argument. He
points to the American Civil War, which resulted in the abolition of slavery
even though the Union did not achieve a decisive military victory. He also
discusses the Vietnam War, which ended in a stalemate but nonetheless
led to the downfall of the South Vietnamese government and the
reunification of Vietnam under communist rule.
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Smith argues that wars can be justified even if they are not likely to be won.
He believes that the act of waging war can send a powerful message to
both friend and foe, and that it can help to shape the course of history.

Of course, war is always a risky undertaking. There is no guarantee that it
will achieve its desired objectives, and it can often lead to unintended
consequences. However, Smith believes that the potential benefits of war
outweigh the risks, and that it is sometimes necessary to wage war even if
there is no hope of victory.

'When Waging Wars Is More Important Than Winning Them' is a
challenging and provocative book that will make readers rethink the nature
of war. Smith's arguments are sure to spark debate, but they are also worth
considering. In a world where war is increasingly common, it is important to
understand the full range of its potential consequences.

Reviews

"A must-read for anyone interested in war and its consequences." - The
New York Times

"A brilliant and original work that challenges conventional wisdom about
war." - The Washington Post

"A powerful and thought-provoking book that will stay with you long after
you finish it." - The Guardian

About the Author

John Smith is a professor of history at the University of California, Berkeley.
He is the author of several books on war and its consequences, including



'The Myths of War' and 'The Future of War.' He is a frequent commentator
on international affairs and has appeared on CNN, MSNBC, and NPR.
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War is always a risky undertaking.
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