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Desire, an enigmatic force that shapes human existence, has captivated
the minds of philosophers, artists, and writers for centuries. In his latest
collection of poems, 'Solve For Desire', renowned poet David Slavitt delves
into this intricate emotion, exploring its complexities, paradoxes, and
transformative power.
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Slavitt's poems are a symphony of emotions, painting vivid pictures of the
longing, yearning, and ecstasy that accompany desire. Through evocative
language and masterful imagery, he captures the essence of this universal
human experience, inviting readers to reflect on the nature of their own
desires.

Deconstructing the Object of Affection

One of the central themes in 'Solve For Desire' is the elusive object of
affection. Slavitt's poems explore the ways in which desire shapes our
perceptions and interactions with others. In "The Woman Who Could Not
Be Moved," the speaker grapples with the unattainability of a woman he
yearns for, realizing that his desire has become an obsession that both
consumes and torments him.

“She is the woman who cannot be moved,
Unmoved by my pleas, my tears, my cries.
She sits there, still as a stone,
Her face a mask, her eyes like ice.”

Through this poem, Slavitt highlights the paradoxical nature of desire: its
ability to both inspire and torment, to elevate and destroy. He suggests that
the object of our desire may not be as important as the desire itself, which
has the power to transform our lives.

The Interplay of Love and Desire

Another thread that runs through 'Solve For Desire' is the complex
relationship between love and desire. Slavitt explores the ways in which



these two emotions can complement and compete with each other. In
"Love and Desire," he juxtaposes the tenderness of love with the intensity
of desire, suggesting that they are two sides of the same coin.

“Love is a gentle flame that warms,
Desire is a raging fire that burns.
Love is a steady stream that flows,
Desire is a torrent that overflows.”

Slavitt's poems delve into the ways in which desire can both enhance and
undermine love, leading to both ecstasy and heartbreak. He portrays desire
as a force that can consume us, making us vulnerable and capable of great
sacrifices for those we love.

The Transformative Power of Desire

Beyond its exploration of love and relationships, 'Solve For Desire' also
examines the transformative power of this emotion. Slavitt suggests that
desire has the potential to change us profoundly, both for better and for
worse. In "The Desire to Create," he celebrates the creative impulse that
arises from desire, leading to the birth of art, literature, and music.

“The desire to create is a fire that burns,
A passion that consumes, a force that yearns.
It drives us to express ourselves,
To leave our mark on the world.”



However, Slavitt also acknowledges the destructive potential of desire. In
"The Desire to Destroy," he warns of the dangers of unchecked desire,
which can lead to violence, addiction, and self-destruction.

A Profound Exploration of Human Emotion

'Solve For Desire' is not merely a collection of poems about desire; it is a
profound exploration of the human condition. Through his evocative
language and thought-provoking themes, David Slavitt invites readers to
contemplate the nature of their own desires and to embrace the
complexities of their own emotional landscapes.

Whether you are seeking solace, inspiration, or simply a deeper
understanding of the human heart, 'Solve For Desire' is a must-read.
Slavitt's masterful storytelling and insightful observations will resonate with
readers of all ages and backgrounds, leaving an enduring mark on their
hearts and minds.
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