
Unsustainable Empire: Unveiling the Hidden
Histories of Hawai'i Statehood
Discovering the Untold Narratives

In the annals of American history, the annexation and subsequent
statehood of Hawai'i stands as a pivotal event shrouded in complexity and
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contention. The prevailing narrative often overlooks the indigenous
perspectives, environmental consequences, and political maneuvering that
shaped this transformative era. "Unsustainable Empire: Alternative
Histories of Hawai'i Statehood" challenges this one-sided account, delving
into the untold stories and marginalized voices that have long been
obscured.
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Prior to annexation, Hawai'i was a vibrant and independent kingdom with a
rich cultural heritage. However, the arrival of American missionaries,
traders, and military forces in the 19th century set in motion a series of
events that would ultimately lead to the overthrow of the monarchy and the
loss of Hawaiian sovereignty. "Unsustainable Empire" brings to light the
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resilience and resistance of the Hawaiian people, illuminating their ongoing
struggle to reclaim their lands and culture.

Challenging Environmental Myths

The annexation of Hawai'i was often justified in the name of economic
progress and agricultural expansion. Sugar and pineapple plantations
became the backbone of the island's economy, transforming the landscape
and displacing indigenous communities. However, "Unsustainable Empire"
exposes the devastating environmental consequences of these industries,
revealing the degradation of soil, water pollution, and the loss of
biodiversity that have plagued the islands to this day.

Uncovering Political Manipulations
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The overthrow of the Hawaiian monarchy was far from a peaceful
transition. American planters, backed by U.S. military forces, played a
pivotal role in orchestrating the coup and establishing a provisional
government. "Unsustainable Empire" unravels the web of political
machinations, revealing the complicity of American officials and the
suppression of Hawaiian resistance.
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Reconnecting with the Land

Despite centuries of colonization and assimilation, the Hawaiian people
have maintained a deep connection to their ancestral lands. "Unsustainable
Empire" explores contemporary movements for cultural revitalization,
environmental stewardship, and Hawaiian sovereignty. These efforts seek
to address the legacy of annexation and reclaim their place as the rightful
stewards of their homeland.

Igniting Dialogue and Transformation
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"Unsustainable Empire: Alternative Histories of Hawai'i Statehood" is not
merely a historical account but a catalyst for dialogue and transformation.
By shedding light on the hidden narratives and marginalized voices, it
challenges the dominant narrative and invites readers to critically examine
the complexities of colonialism, environmental exploitation, and indigenous
resistance. This book serves as an indispensable resource for scholars,
activists, and anyone seeking a deeper understanding of the complexities
of Hawai'i's past and present.

Praise for "Unsustainable Empire"

"A groundbreaking work that reframes the history of Hawai'i and exposes
the hidden truths of annexation." - Dr. Noenoe Silva, Professor of Hawaiian
Studies

"A must-read for anyone interested in the legacies of colonialism,
environmental justice, and indigenous sovereignty." - Dr. Kanalu Young,
Associate Professor of History

"A powerful and thought-provoking book that challenges the dominant
narratives and inspires action." - Honolulu Magazine

"Unsustainable Empire: Alternative Histories of Hawai'i Statehood" is a
transformative work that illuminates the untold stories of Hawai'i's past and
present. By uncovering indigenous resilience, environmental degradation,
political manipulations, and contemporary movements for cultural
revitalization, it offers a nuanced and critical understanding of this pivotal
era in American history. This book is essential reading for anyone seeking
to decolonize their thinking and forge a more just and sustainable future for
Hawai'i and beyond.
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