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Abstract

This article examines the indigenous struggle for justice in sixteenth-
century Spain. It explores how native peoples used legal and narrative
strategies to challenge Spanish colonialism and assert their rights. The
article draws on extensive research in Spanish archives and indigenous
communities. It provides a unique perspective on the complex and often
overlooked history of indigenous resistance in the Americas.

The arrival of the Spanish in the Americas in the late fifteenth century had a
profound impact on the indigenous peoples of the region. Spanish
colonialism brought with it a new legal and political system that often
disregarded the rights and customs of native peoples. In response,
indigenous peoples developed a variety of strategies to resist Spanish
domination. One of the most important of these strategies was the use of
law and narrative.
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Native peoples used law to challenge Spanish colonialism in a number of
ways. They filed lawsuits, petitioned the Spanish crown, and negotiated
treaties. They also used legal arguments to defend their land, their
resources, and their cultural practices. In addition to using law, native
peoples also used narrative to resist Spanish colonialism. They told stories
about their history, their culture, and their experiences of Spanish rule.
These stories were used to challenge the Spanish view of the world and to
assert the legitimacy of indigenous claims to justice.

The indigenous struggle for justice in sixteenth-century Spain is a complex
and multifaceted story. It is a story of مقاومت, resilience, and hope. It is also
a story that is still relevant today, as indigenous peoples around the world
continue to fight for justice and self-determination.

Native Legal Strategies

One of the most important ways that native peoples resisted Spanish
colonialism was through the use of law. Native peoples filed lawsuits,
petitioned the Spanish crown, and negotiated treaties. They also used legal
arguments to defend their land, their resources, and their cultural practices.

One of the most famous examples of indigenous legal resistance is the
case of the Tlaxcalans. The Tlaxcalans were a powerful indigenous nation
that allied with the Spanish during the conquest of Mexico. However, after
the conquest, the Spanish began to encroach on Tlaxcalan land and
resources. In response, the Tlaxcalans filed a lawsuit against the Spanish
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crown. The lawsuit was successful, and the Tlaxcalans were able to retain
their land and their autonomy.

Another example of indigenous legal resistance is the case of the
Mapuche. The Mapuche were a fiercely independent indigenous people
who lived in what is now Chile. The Spanish tried to conquer the Mapuche
for over two centuries, but they were never able to fully subdue them. The
Mapuche used a variety of legal strategies to resist Spanish colonialism,
including filing lawsuits, negotiating treaties, and forming alliances with
other indigenous groups.

Native Narrative Strategies

In addition to using law, native peoples also used narrative to resist
Spanish colonialism. They told stories about their history, their culture, and
their experiences of Spanish rule. These stories were used to challenge the
Spanish view of the world and to assert the legitimacy of indigenous claims
to justice.

One of the most famous examples of indigenous narrative resistance is the
work of the Inca Garcilaso de la Vega. Garcilaso de la Vega was a mestizo
writer who was born in Peru in the early sixteenth century. His work, the
Comentarios Reales de los Incas, is a history of the Inca Empire that was
written in Spanish. Garcilaso de la Vega's work is important because it
provides a unique indigenous perspective on the Inca Empire and the
Spanish conquest.

Another example of indigenous narrative resistance is the work of the Maya
writer Gaspar Antonio Chi. Chi was born in the Yucatán Peninsula in the
late sixteenth century. His work, the Relación de las cosas de Yucatán, is a



history of the Maya people that was written in Spanish. Chi's work is
important because it provides a unique indigenous perspective on the
Maya people and the Spanish conquest.

The indigenous struggle for justice in sixteenth-century Spain is a complex
and multifaceted story. It is a story of resistance, resilience, and hope. It is
also a story that is still relevant today, as indigenous peoples around the
world continue to fight for justice and self-determination.

The indigenous struggle for justice in sixteenth-century Spain is a reminder
that indigenous peoples have always fought for their rights. It is also a
reminder that indigenous peoples have a rich and complex history that is
worth studying and learning from.
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