
The Glorious Cause: The American
Revolutionary War
The American Revolutionary War was a watershed moment in world
history. It marked the end of British rule in North America and the birth of a
new nation, the United States of America. The war was fought over a
variety of issues, including taxation, representation, and the right to self-
government. It was a bloody and protracted conflict, but in the end, the
Americans prevailed.
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In his book, The Glorious Cause, Robert Middlekauff provides a
comprehensive and engaging account of the American Revolutionary War.
Middlekauff draws on a wealth of primary and secondary sources to tell the
story of the war from the perspectives of both the Americans and the
British. He provides a vivid account of the battles and campaigns, as well
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as the political and diplomatic maneuvering that took place behind the
scenes.

Middlekauff argues that the American Revolution was a "glorious cause"
because it was a war fought for the principles of liberty and self-
government. He shows how the Americans, despite their many
disadvantages, were able to overcome the British and achieve their
independence. The Glorious Cause is a must-read for anyone who wants
to understand the American Revolution and its impact on the world.

The Causes of the American Revolution

The American Revolution was caused by a variety of factors, including:

1. Taxation without representation: The British government imposed a
series of taxes on the American colonies, including the Stamp Act, the
Townshend Acts, and the Tea Act. These taxes were resented by the
colonists, who argued that they had no say in how their money was
spent.

2. Lack of self-government: The British government also restricted the
political rights of the colonists. The colonies were not allowed to have
their own legislatures, and they were not represented in the British
Parliament. This led to a growing sense of frustration and resentment
among the colonists.

3. The influence of the Enlightenment: The Enlightenment was a
philosophical movement that emphasized the importance of reason
and individual rights. These ideas resonated with many colonists, who
began to question the authority of the British government.



The Course of the American Revolutionary War

The American Revolutionary War began in 1775 with the Battles of
Lexington and Concord. The war was fought in various locations across
North America, including New England, the Middle Colonies, and the
Southern Colonies. The British initially had the advantage, but the
Americans were able to gradually turn the tide of the war in their favor.

One of the turning points of the war was the Battle of Saratoga in 1777.
This victory convinced the French to enter the war on the side of the
Americans. The French provided the Americans with much-needed military
and financial support, which helped them to eventually win the war.

The war ended in 1783 with the Treaty of Paris. The treaty recognized the
independence of the United States of America, and it also established the
boundaries of the new nation.

The Consequences of the American Revolutionary War

The American Revolutionary War had a profound impact on the world. It led
to the birth of a new nation, the United States of America. It also inspired
other colonies to revolt against their colonial rulers. The American
Revolution also had a significant impact on the development of democracy
and human rights around the world.

The American Revolutionary War is a reminder that even the most powerful
empires can be defeated by a determined people. It is also a reminder of
the importance of liberty and self-government.

The Glorious Cause is a comprehensive and engaging account of the
American Revolutionary War. Middlekauff provides a fresh and insightful



perspective on the war's causes, course, and consequences. The book is a
must-read for anyone who wants to understand this pivotal event in world
history.
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