
The First American Grand Prix: A Milestone in
Motorsports History
The Early Days of American Motorsports

The history of motorsports in the United States dates back to the late 19th
century, when wealthy Americans began importing European racing cars
and competing in races on dirt tracks and road courses. These early races
were often informal and dangerous, with few rules and regulations.
However, as the popularity of motorsports grew, so did the need for more
organized and standardized events.

The Vanderbilt Cup Races

In 1904, William Kissam Vanderbilt II, a wealthy sportsman and automobile
enthusiast, founded the Vanderbilt Cup Races. These races were held on a
28-mile course on Long Island, New York, and attracted some of the best
drivers in the world. The Vanderbilt Cup Races quickly became one of the
most prestigious events in American motorsports and helped to raise the
profile of the sport in the United States.
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The First American Grand Prix

In 1908, the Automobile Club of America (ACA) decided to host the first
American Grand Prix race. The race was held on a 4.5-mile course in
Savannah, Georgia, and attracted a field of 19 cars. The race was won by
Louis Wagner of France, driving a Fiat. The First American Grand Prix was
a major success and helped to establish the United States as a major
player in the world of motorsports.

The Legacy of the First American Grand Prix

The First American Grand Prix was a watershed moment in the
development of motorsports in the United States. The race helped to
popularize the sport and attract new fans. It also helped to establish the
United States as a major player in the world of motorsports. The First
American Grand Prix is still remembered today as one of the most
important events in the history of the sport.

The First American Grand Prix was a milestone in the development of
motorsports in the United States. The race helped to popularize the sport
and attract new fans. It also helped to establish the United States as a
major player in the world of motorsports. The First American Grand Prix is
still remembered today as one of the most important events in the history of
the sport.
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