
Skylight by David Hare: A Journey of Love,
Loss, and Reunion
An to David Hare's Masterpiece

David Hare's 'Skylight' is a powerful and moving play that has captivated
audiences worldwide since its debut in 1995. The play tells the story of Tom
Sergeant, a successful and wealthy restaurateur, and Kyra Hollis, his
former lover who has dedicated her life to working for a humanitarian
organization. Years after their passionate but ultimately short-lived affair,
Tom unexpectedly shows up at Kyra's North London apartment on a cold
winter's evening.
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As the two characters navigate the awkwardness of their reunion, they are
forced to confront the paths they have taken in life and the choices they
have made. Through alternating scenes that shift between the past and the
present, Hare skillfully weaves a complex and emotionally charged tapestry
that explores the intricacies of love, loss, and the transformative power of
forgiveness.
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A Captivating Cast of Characters

At the heart of 'Skylight' are two unforgettable characters: Tom Sergeant
and Kyra Hollis.

Tom Sergeant

Tom is a charismatic and successful restaurateur who has built a luxurious
life for himself. However, beneath his polished exterior lies a man haunted
by the choices he has made. His unexpected visit to Kyra's apartment
forces him to confront the consequences of his past actions and the
emptiness that has crept into his life.

Kyra Hollis
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Kyra is a compassionate and dedicated humanitarian who has devoted her
life to helping others. Her unwavering commitment to social justice and her
ability to connect with people from all walks of life stand in stark contrast to
Tom's self-absorbed existence. As Tom re-enters her life, Kyra is forced to
question the path she has chosen and the sacrifices she has made.
Themes of Love, Loss, and Redemption

'Skylight' explores a multitude of themes that resonate deeply with the
human experience.

Love

The play delves into the complexities of love, both romantic and familial.
Tom and Kyra's passionate but ultimately doomed affair is a testament to
the power of love, even when it ends. The play also explores the love
between parents and children, as Tom and Kyra grapple with the
challenges and responsibilities of being parents.

Loss

'Skylight' is a play about loss in all its forms. It explores the loss of love, the
loss of innocence, and the loss of self. Tom and Kyra's reunion forces them
to confront the losses they have experienced and the ways in which those
losses have shaped their lives.

Redemption

Despite its exploration of loss and heartbreak, 'Skylight' is ultimately a play
about redemption. It suggests that even in the face of great adversity, there
is always hope for forgiveness and reconciliation. The play's ending offers a
glimmer of hope that Tom and Kyra may be able to find redemption for the
choices they have made and the lives they have lived.



David Hare's Stunning Dialogue

One of the most striking elements of 'Skylight' is the quality of David Hare's
dialogue. His characters speak with intelligence, wit, and candor, and their
conversations are filled with emotional depth and psychological insight.

Hare's dialogue is particularly effective in capturing the unspoken tension
between Tom and Kyra. Their words often betray their hidden feelings and
desires, creating a palpable sense of anticipation and suspense. The play's
emotional climax is particularly powerful, as Tom and Kyra finally confront
the truth about their past and their present.

David Hare's 'Skylight' is a must-read for anyone seeking a profound and
moving exploration of the human condition. Its unforgettable characters, its
deeply resonant themes, and its stunning dialogue make it a theatrical
masterpiece that will stay with you long after you turn the final page.

Whether you are a seasoned theatergoer or a newcomer to the world of
drama, 'Skylight' is a play that will captivate your mind and touch your
heart. It is a timeless story about love, loss, and redemption that will
continue to resonate with audiences for years to come.
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Chances with "The Off Season"
Prepare yourself for a heartwarming journey that will leave you longing
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